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What is AWS (Amazon Web Services)?
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What is AWS?

Amazon Simple Storage 
Service

AWS Identity and Access 
Management

AWS Lambda Amazon EC2

AWS Command Line Interface
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Amazon Translate



Set up an account

• Go to https://aws.amazon.com/ and click on 
"Create an AWS Account".
• A credit card is required, but unless you do 

something computationally intensive, it will be free 
for the first year.
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Set up security

• http://vanderbi.lt/learnaws for procedure for 
setting up an IAM user (with screenshots)
• Be sure to save your credentials and bookmark the 

login link.

• After creating IAM user, log out and back in again 
as that user.



Picking a region

• When using AWS services, you can set a regional 
center from which to run the services.
• It's best to pick one located near you.
• For Vanderbilt, US East (N. Virginia) or US East 

(Ohio) are best.  These are also known as us-east-1 
and us-east-2.
• Once you've picked a region, don't change it 

because services won't necessarily work across 
regions.  



S3 buckets

• S3 = simple storage service
• Like other cloud storage services, but:
• cheap
• high availability (99.9% uptime)
• high durability (99.999999999% = "nine nines"
• automatic versioning possible
• automatic encryption possible

• Secure, but can be made publicly available
• Data region can be selected (if required by funders)



Create an S3 bucket & load a file

• Bucket name must be globally unique since 
accessible via URL.  Lower case only.
• Leave all options at defaults and create.

• Click "Upload", then add a file. Select the "Upload" 
button for all default settings or "Next" to select 
settings (such as allowing access to another 
account).



Making a file available through a URL

• Public Access must be unblocked.
• Public access to the individual file must also be 

allowed.
• Go to the link on the landing page for instructions 

and screenshots.


